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Not as good as May but we did alright in June 

You win some, you  lose some, as the saying goes – no mention of a draw which is no longer part of the game of cricket – and whilst May was an excellent month for the OWCC, June was not as successful although some sides could be celebrating promotion come the end of the season 

Talking of which,  we already have some silverware for our trophy cabinet after  winning ‘The Alf Parish Memorial Darts Match’, thanks to our outstanding team of Howard Abbett, Steve Austin, Doug Forbes, Jeff Mascarenhas, Peter Urquart and  Jasper Gundry-White, with the mercurial  Howard winning the final against the aforesaid Steve Austin

The contest, held in honour and memory of Alf Parish, a distinguished Trade Union leader and activist in the Bromley and Chislehurst Labour Party, had a strong Old Wilsonian presence as it  also included a team from the Football Club, who had won the trophy three years in a row,  but this time had to succumb to the power and prowess of the OWCC and Howard in particular 

The evening, held at Selhurst Park,  was also a fund-raising  event for all of the participating teams and, appropriately, yielded £180 for all those involved 

All of the  June results for all of our sides can be found on page three of this publication but, in summary, both the 1st and 2nd Xls are well placed for promotion as a consequence of these results, the 3rd Xl sit comfortably in mid table and the 4s find themselves in a lower middle order position ! 

We also managed to field a 5th Xl, who narrowly lost an entertaining friendly fixture against Orpington 

The Sunday Development side  got off to the  best possible start,  with two wins out of two, whilst our T20 side had a convincing victory against Catford Wanderers as they attempt to reach the Final in successive seasons

Sadly  our Colts section has been badly affected by the weather, which is a great shame, particularly as we now enter the last month of the season for our stars of the future 

However, they keep in good heart and some have been introduced to the rigours of senior cricket, acquitting  themselves well 

Steve ‘The Future’ Lawrence has temporarily halted his promising cricket career to provide food for both home and visiting teams as the Covid restrictions continue to prevent us providing the traditional cricket teas, such an important part of the game 

July, of course, sees our annual Cricket week, starting with President’s Day on July 25th  and followed by games of cricket on each week day before the 1st Xl entertain Nonninghton in a league fixture on the Saturday,  and, with Covid restrictions liable to be  lifted on July 19th, I hope as many of you as possible will come along to support Jasper’s final President’s Day and thank him for his enormous contribution to the OWCC during  his three years of tenure 

This edition contains another of Dave Welch’s  memorable rambles down  ‘Memory Lane’  and a reminder, yet again, that  more contributions are essential in order to represent the Club more fully 





Who to contact and how
Life President:
Ian Pilgrim 




0208 402 1668



Email:  Ian@westcroftmortgages.co.uk 
President: 

Jasper Gundry-White 



07789 934867  (Mobile) 



Email:  jaspergw@ntlworld.com
Chairman

Dave Welch 




07528  691488 (Mobile) 




Email:  dgwelch1975@sky.com
Vice-Chair 

Laurence Allen 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

07946 635020 (Mobile)  
Colts Chairperson: 
 Barrie Frampton 




Email: barrie.frampton@gmail.com 

Club Captain: 
Doug Forbes 





07768 713795 (Mobile) 




Email: doug.forbes@outlook.com 

Secretary:

Mike Pike




020 8659 6443 (H)






Email: owmikepike@yahoo.co.uk
Safe-guarding Officer: Margo Lawrence 



07850 446874  (M)




Email: Margoowcolts@aol.com 


Treasurer:

Andy Spedding 


07973 847469 (Mobile)



Email: andy.spedding@hotmail.co.uk

 Fixtures Secretary: 
Laurence Allen 



07946 635020 (Mobile) 




Email: Loz_Allen@hotmail.com 

Website Administrator and
Communications Officers:  Alex Forbes, Laurence Allen  and 




Steve Lawrence 




Email: steverlawrence@gmail.com
Skippers:


1st  XI


Michael Mitchell 



07721 628117
   (M) 




Email: michaelgmitchell@live.co.uk

 
2nd Xl


Nick Morley  




07760850220
   (M)



Email: nicholasmorley1992@gmail.com




 
3rd Xl: 

Kevin Carruthers 





Kevin.carruthers9@btinternet.com

07980 620399
   (M) 
4th XI


Neil Treacher 




Email: tapir7@tiscali.co.uk


07956513331

 5th XI


Alex Forbes




07855 273218 (M) 



alexforbes46@hotmail.co.uk 

Sunday Development: Syd Sherlock 



07957910148 (M) 



Sydsherlock01@gmail.co.com 
T20


Michael Mitchell  -  as above 
Websites

Kent Cricket League Website: www.kcl.uk.net
Kent Feeder League website  http://krcl.play-cricket.com 

Sunday Development League website http://kentsdl.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians: www.oldwilsonians.play-cricket.com
North Kent Junior League: http://nkentjunior.play-cricket.com
Old Wilsonians’ Association website www.OldWilsonians.com





June  Results 
Under 13a
121 for 5

Orpington 

84 for 5

Won by 37 runs 
Under  17



Beckenham 




No play possible 

ODCUACO 
147 for 8

1st Xl 


137


Lost by 10 runs 

ODCUACO
214 for 7

2nd Xl 


148


Lost by 66 runs 

Old Roan 2nd Xl   153


3rd Xl 


149


Lost by 4 runs 

4th Xl

119 for 9

Streatham & Marlborough   122 for 3
Lost by 7 wickets
Crusaders 
188 for 7

Sunday Xl 

114


Lost by 74 runs 
Elthamians Under 13a  102 for 6
Under 13a

104 for 3

Won by 7 wickets 
Under 13b 
97 for 4

Bromley

73 for 6

Won by 24 runs 
Under  17 
120 for 8

Bexley 

121 for 6

Lost by 4 wickets
Dartford 
213 for 6

1st Xl 


212


Lost by 1 run 

2nd Xl 

194 for 6

St Lawrence and 





Highland Court 
112


Won by 82 runs 

3rd Xl

119


Bromley Common 
122 for 3

Lost by 7 wickets 

4th Xl

191 for 6

Old Roan 3rd Xl
186


Won by 5 runs 

Under 13a
116 for 6

Chislehurst & West Kent
117 for  1
Lost by 9 wickets 

Under 13b 



Catford and Cyphers 



No play possible 
Tenterden
129


1st Xl


130 for 4

Won by 6 wickets 
2nd Xl 

110 for 5

Linden Park

111 for 4

Lost by 6 wickets 
4th Xl 




Bexleyheath 




No play possible 
5th  Xl

167 for 7

Orpington 

168 for 8

Lost by 2 wickets 
Sunday Development 
143 for 9
Dartford

99


Won by 44 runs
Under 13b



Bickley Park




No play possible
Under 13a

85

Bexley 

80


Won by 5 runs 
Bromley District 
98  for 9
Under 13+

99 for 9

Won  by 1 wicket 

Under 15a 

97 for  8
Bromley Common 
99 for 4

Lost by 6 wickets 
Under  17

98 for 8
Blackheath 

99 for 4

Lost by 6 wickets 
Bexley


296

Under  11a

250 for 8

Lost by 46 runs
1st Xl 


195 for 8
Broadstairs 

167


Won by 28 runs 
The Mote

209 for 8
2nd Xl 


149 for 8

Lost by 60 runs 
Sidcup 

141 for 6
3rd Xl 


97 for 9

Lost by 44 runs 
Streatham & 
Marlborough 5th Xl
158 for 7
4th Xl 


144


Lost by 14 runs 
Sunday Development 
201 for 8
Catford and Cyphers 
101 for 9

Won by 100 runs 
Steatham &
Marlborough 

126 for 2
Under 13

77


Lost by 49 runs 

T20 side

132  for 6
Catford Wanderers 
71


Won by 61 runs 
Club member of  the month  -  Jane  Abbett 

Many of you may be under the impression that once a game of cricket has been completed that is the end of it and you are then free to enjoy the rest of the day as you see fit – have a drink perhaps! 

This is far from the truth for the results have to be put on play-cricket which is one of the many jobs Jane undertakes. When she scores that particular game – more of which later –  things are reasonably straightforward as the book will tally, all of  the details will be correct and there will be no important gaps to fill 

However, when neither side provides a scorer – sadly invariably the case for our 3rd and 4th Xls –  the batting and bowling figures invariably do not add up, extras are  recorded as an entity rather than specifically and the likes of who won the toss and the names of the  captains and wicket-keepers of both sides, all essential information in order to meet the requirements of the play-cricket process, are often not recorded,  not to mention the names of those who have taken catches 

Jane, however, takes all of this in her stride and just gets on with the job whilst she can also be relied upon to register players in order that they can play for us in the first place 

Jane’s main asset, of course, is that she is a top class scorer and when the Club addressed the loss of Graham she kindly agreed to score all of the 1st Xl’s  away games, a wonderful gesture in itself but even more so since the injury to son Matthew – get fit soon ‘Mabbs’ – looks as if he is not going to be able to play for the rest of the season 

Jane also scores – and puts in the results – for the Sunday Development side and can invariably be seen at Hayes on a Saturday afternoon supporting the 1st Xl when they play their home games 

Thanks Jane; your contributions to the OWCC are very much appreciated and will never be forgotten nor taken for granted 
ANOTHER GREAT DAY  OUT   AND A MEMORY   TO  SAVOUR 

I look out of the window at the rain coming down and whilst putting together some stats I come across a scorecard which brings back memories of a very sunny day……


It was a Sunday and, after the traditional handover of the club to the footballers, the day was absolutely roasting in mid-September and I set off to get to East Molesey on the banks of the Thames near Hampton Court. The journey was relatively uneventful until the sat-nav threw me a curve ball – it took me along the north bank and then sent me onto Tagg’s Island which is in the middle of the Thames and has approximately 30 houses and a few house-boats. It did not take me long to realise the error and I had to about-face and set-off to get South of the River. 


It only took a few minutes before I arrived at the club which has a fabulous ground, a quaint track behind the bowlers arm to get to the clubhouse where you have to stop and wait as appropriate. They have turned the club-house into a posh Thames-side café and they were hosting a massive breakfast for a family birthday, but it did not stop me, the Pryors and a few others having a full English sitting on the banks of the river. 


Having won the Kent version of the Sunday Development league our young side were  pitted against the Surrey equivalent from their premier league. 


Skipper Chris Scott lost the toss and we were put in to bat. We opened up with Velsen Deverajulu and Syd Sherlock  and the pair put on 62 before the breakthrough came and Velsen was caught. This brought a second 17 year old to the crease as Dan Seston joined Syd  and  they could not  quite get a 50 partnership together before Dan departed for 20. 

The bowling was tight,  runs were hard to come by and there was pressure on the run-rate, and, just as we were building towards a solid base from which to attack, this development  coincided with an excellent spell for the bowling team who really put the squeeze on and when  Jon Rodda and  Syd fell together, the latter for an excellent 67,  there was only 133 on the board. 

It was now up to the skipper to take us to  a score we could defend, but  the fielding team had other ideas and things were kept really tight as  Josh Lawrence was run out trying to push on the score, Louis Pryor and Stan Sherlock fell cheaply and when ‘Scotty’ fell for 25,  it was left for Isaac Rodda  and  David Pilgrim  to be not out at the end. 

The feeling was that 171 was probably a bit light but, if we bowled well, then maybe. Batting was clearly not easy,  with Louis Pryor being the only batsmen other than the openers to find the fence, and just the one ‘bomb’ from Syd.


The OW trademark,  energy in the field,  was evident from the off, only to be met with two openers who were determined to take the game by the scruff of the neck and they  hit 5 boundaries between them as they sped to 40, in particular taking 25 off two overs from Stan. 

The skipper swapped round  the Sherlock brothers and Syd (yes, not just a wicket-keeper) came on and got rid of one opener and in the following over the other,  but East Molesey   were way ahead of the required rate.  Still,  both openers gone and still over a hundred needed…….that was until their number 3, Cole Campbell, got going. He started hitting the ball to all parts, and 8 fours and a six was rapidly taking the game away from us, and the  OWs needed someone to come to the party and,  having seen the spinners off, and  Josh and Syd struggling for another breakthrough,  ‘Scotty’ turned to his seamers and up stepped Elliott Bettridge and Isaac Rodda.

‘ Betty’  removed the captain and number 4 and, shortly after, he induced  Cole Campbell to nick the ball  just after he had passed 50 and, to his credit, and  I am not sure the umpire saw it,  Cole walked anyway – excellent sportsmanship. He must have departed, though,  thinking that the job was near enough done -  62 needed and only half-way through the 40 overs meaning  only 3 an over were required, but there were twists to come.


Before I conclude the game I wanted to highlight one of the strangest things ever to happen to me at a cricket match. It was an amazing setting, the ground was beautiful, many of the OW faithful were in attendance, Laki  Kasturiratne was late (despite leaving nearer there than the Hill), canoeists going past on the river and,  if I did not  mention it before,  it was roasting – and they even had an ice-cream van come visiting!!!! 

I was sitting on a bench in front of the pavilion having done a couple of laps with the nicest couple on the planet – fact! (Linda and Derek Seston). I was lost in conversation and watching the cricket match unfold and I just heard a voice from behind asking if we could move the bench a couple of feet to the left. Not thinking anything of it, we happily complied and just sat back down and continued as before. 

It was not  until there was some noise behind us that we realised that we were now sat in the middle of a croquet lawn – as I established later, they were a little miffed that the cricketers had ‘stolen’ their playing surface with the post-season game.  The reason it was so surreal,  though,  is that they were clearly a Dickensian society and they were all dressed up to the eye-balls as either characters from ‘Oliver Twist’ or ‘Great Expectations.’

Anyway, back to the cricket, as East Molesey tried to wrestle the momentum back, but Isaac pinned the number 6 in front to claim his first; 50 needed but 5 down now and pressure beginning to tell, and  just 8 more runs were added as ‘Betty’ removed the 7 and 8; 42 to win and probably all about the number 5,  who was still hanging around on 9. 


‘Betty’ and Isaac bowled another couple with no success and’ J Rod’ was brought on, but the batters took a shine to his single over and 10 more were scored – tenterhooks now… if only there were a secret weapon that ‘Scotty’ could call upon and,  of course,  regular readers would have noted that the stalwart of the Dev team hasn’t really been mentioned. 

There was just 17 needed and cometh the hour, cometh ‘The Vart’  aka David Pilgrim.  He bowled the number 5 for a well-fought 26 and immediately sent the number 10 back after some excellent glove-work from Louis. They managed to squeeze 6 more runs before ‘The Vart’  finished it off,  pinning the number 11 in front of all three stumps;  cue scenes of jubilation after an 11 run win which was very much in doubt , and it is worth noting that there were still 9 overs left!!. Dave Welch
Old Wilsonians 
171-8 (40 overs) 

East Molesey
160 all out  (31 overs) )

Syd Sherlcock 
67



Cole Campbell

54

Velsen Deverajulu
27



Jack Healey


26

Chris Scott

25



Blaine Bannister

21

Dan Seston

20

Elliott Bettridge
4-19



Joe Lynch


2-26

David Pilgrim 

3-2



Billy Dawson


2-33

Syd Sherlock

2-28



Evan Beck


2-34

Isaac Rodda

1-31



Toby Porter


1-20


FIRST    DEFEAT  OF  THE  SEASON      ODCUACO    214  for  7,   2nd   Xl   148 

Both sides initially found runs difficult to come by,  with ODCUACO struggling at 60 for 2 after 25 overs,  with the 2nd Xl being 69 for 3 at the same stage.  However, it was the former who increased their run rate considerably in the second half of their innings to finish on 214 for 7 from their 50 overs as the 2s bowling and fielding became a little sloppy,  although Dan Simpson did manage to finish with 4 for 49.
           In contrast the second half of the 2nd Xl’s innings saw an alarming fall of wickets rather than a faster accumulation of runs and they crashed to their first defeat of the season by 68 runs and in only  the 43td over. 

Siva Ranjan (23) and Nick Morley (29), at the start and end of the innings respectively, can feel reasonably pleased with their contributions whist Andrew Pomering’s 16 was a neat cameo and Sanath Dandeniya batted with his usual resolution for 16 but, and as you can see from these details, nobody made a substantial  contribution,  which compared unfavourably with a partnership of 113 from our hosts and individual scores of 66 and 41 

Perhaps the most significant lesson to be learnt from this game is that the skipper is batting far too low in the order, an error that must be rectified as soon as possible, namely next week!  
Jones Ranjan Dandeniya Nichols Pomering.A Fornear Morley.N Simpson Pilgrim Doherty Sullivan 
MOM:  Dan Simpson – his 4 for 49 was the best OW performance of the day,  although perhaps a little expensive 

CRUSADERS TOO GOOD FOR YOUNG OW  SIDE    Crusaders  188  for  9  Sunday side   114 


Crusaders had first use of a used pitch that saw a low scoring encounter the day before and did not  get off to the best of starts as they quickly slipped to 21 for 3 as Robbie Adams , who ended up with 4 for 33,  bagged both openers.

 From there, the recovery began as Son Singh (43) and L Singh (59 not out) rotated the strike well,  combined with some clean hitting in their partnership. Some further quick runs from Dahat (27) took Crusaders to a challenging total of 188 and OWs knew they would need a positive start to their reply. 

But that did not materialise and although there was plenty of promise from colts Ollie Reid (18) and Josh Frampton (19) in their partnership of 40, the innings never really got going. However, Dan Simpson did not give in and smashed a quick 50 (his first for the club) to give the Crusaders bowlers a few scares but, in the end, it was not to be as the reply finished 74 runs short on 114.












Laurence  Allen 
Frampton.B Reid Hares.A Frampton.J Nichols Pomering.A Simpson Adams.R Hares.H Miller Byrne 
THE TWOS GET BACK ON TRACK   2nd   Xl  194 for 6, St Lawrence  and Highland Court   112 

Smarting from their first defeat of the season the 2nd Xl were determined to get back to winning ways and, strengthened by the welcome return of Velson Deverajulu and Kenny Maxwell,  the batting line-up certainly looked a lot stronger and so it proved 

However, we suffered an initial set-back with both of the openers back in the pavilion with only 31 runs on the board but a third wicket stand of 44 between Velson and the skipper, batting at a more realistic No.4 for a man of this talents – see ODCUACO report – gave the scoreboard a more promising look and we were  on course to reach 100 by the end of the 30th over and then accelerate to 200 plus to set St Lawrence a competitive total to chase 

But, and as we all know, cricket is not a game that is always as straightforward as that and the loss of Velson for 28 and Nick for 24 put  a different complexion on the game but Kenny Maxwell, and Dan Nicholls rose to the occasion to put on  an important and crucial 70 for the fifth wicket 

It was as if Kenny had never been away and his innings was typical of him and illustrative of his talents. Starting slowly, and indicative of both the stage of the game and his three year absence, he gradually batted himself  and the 2s back into the game whilst Dan, who looks more comfortable lower down the order, was his perfect foil and,  having initially frustrated our visitors,  they took the score to 162 before Dan was eventually out for 22
          By this time Kenny had changed his cautious and determined approach to one of aggression and played some glorious shots before being sixth out for 58 in the last over of our innings only for Andrew Pomering to hit the first ball we received over the mid-wicket boundary only to surpass this two balls later to see the ball land in the nets and our innings end on 194 for 6 – it was now up to the bowlers  

The St Lawrence innings never really took off. They lost two early wickets, courtesy of Siva, and although their third did not fall until the score was 60 they then succumbed quickly and were all out for 112 in just a further 15 overs 

Siva finished with 4 for 28 and David Pilgrim 3 for 22, including their stubborn opener who had been the glue of their innings. Andrew Pomering bowled a fine and fiery spell to finish with an impressive 2 for 9 from five overs whilst Danny Simpson came on to take a late wicket – he has obviously been talking to Neil Treacher – but it was Siva who completed the job with two wickets in five balls 

So the team returned to winning ways with a good solid performance, out-playing their opponents in all three aspects of the game – batting, bowling and fielding. Next stop Linden Park, one of our rivals in the promotion stakes 
Jones Fornear (Velson)Deverajulu Morley.N Maxwell.K Nichols Ranjan Pomering.A Simpson Pilgrim.D Sullivan
MOM:  Kenny Maxwell – Really good to see him back and it was as if he had never been away. The epitome of concentration,  batted for almost 25 overs and played exactly to the needs and ambitions of the team 

1st  Xl  RETURN TO WINNING   WAYS    Tenterden 129,   1st  Xl  132  for 4 


Having suffered two narrow defeats against ODCUACO and Dartford  by 10 and 1 run(s) respectively, the 1st Xl were anxious to get back to winning ways  to cement their promotion ambitions. Continual rain for most of Friday and well into the early hours of Saturday morning delayed the start by 30 minutes and,  in the second over of the game,  1st Xl debutant Jon Fornear held on to a catch at mid-wicket and we had the early breakthrough we craved 

In the sixth over, and his third, Elliott was forced to leave the field with a recurrence of the injury he sustained in the Cup Final with Robbie Adams valiantly, and to good effect, subbing for him 

A second wicket soon followed, a competent catch by Syd Sherlock from Matt Golding’s bowling and when ‘Mitch’ bowled their number 4 in his second over, Tenterden were reduced to 45 for 4. However, a fourth wicket stand of 57 then restored the balance but when Dave Ellicott-White took a neat slip catch from James Sellar’s bowling to dismiss their stubborn skipper for 33,  our visitors then lost their last six wickets for 27 runs and it was our turn to initiate a collapse 

DEW finished with 4 for 17, including two caught and bowleds, , and ‘Mitch’ 3 for 14, which also included a c & b and between them they finished with figures of 19.2-7- 31-7 

Syd and Jon Rodda then put on 52 for the first wicket to prove yet again that they are one of the best opening pairs in the league before Jon holed out for 23 and 32 runs later Syd did exactly the same with 45 to his name only for Louis Pryor to mimic them and we were 88 for 3; was history about to repeat itself? Jon Fornear dug in deep but when he was bowled we were 106 for 4, but there were no more alarms and Matt (42 n.o) and ‘Mitch’ (9 n.o) saw us safely home 

So the 1st Xl returned to winning ways and now sit in third place in the league, 10 points     behind ODCUACO  and   4    behind Dartford, the only two sides who have beaten them. There is a long way to go but on the evidence of the first seven games we have the bowling strength to dismiss or contain most sides – and we have played all but two of them – in this division. 

I have little doubt that we will be ‘there or thereabouts’ come September, but to claim the ultimate prize more consistency is needed when we bat 
(Syd) Sherlock Rodda.J Golding Pryor Fornear Mitchell Simpson Lawrence.J Ellicott-White Sellar Bettridge (sub Adams) 
MOM: Matt Golding – another commanding innings, another wicket and another catch 

WIDES HAVE THE UPPER HAND    The  Mote   209  for  8,   2nd  Xl  149  for   8

The month of June had been very much a case of lose one win one as far as the 2nd Xl were concerned,   and following defeat to promotion rivals Linden Park the previous week,  the 2nd Xl welcomed another contender, The Mote, to Hayes for their last fixture in said month 

A number of injuries and lack of availability throughout the Club had made getting four sides out difficult so it was a somewhat unfamiliar side that took to the field. Nick won the toss and elected to field and The Mote found batting difficult on a slow pitch whilst a slow outfield, and some fine chasing by this primarily young side, found boundaries difficult to come by

However they dug deep and a second wicket partnership of 88 saw them reach 124 before the second wicker fell in the 37th over and a late flurry, of both runs and wickets, saw them pass 200 by the end of their innings, Steve Blunt, who was the eighth bowler we used, finishing with 5 for 22 

I had not seen Steve bowl before or, indeed, play and five overs, and in the last ten overs of an innings,  is not enough upon which to judge him,  but 5 for 22 is 5 for 22, whatever the circumstances. So The Mote finished on 209 for 8, helped in no small way by the fact that we bowled 44 wides, more of which later 

The skipper opened the batting with Cameron who was soon bowled and the returning Billy Woollard – welcome back Billy –  was next to go, caught for 13, and Steve Blunt  followed soon afterwards, caught behind and unable to emulate his performance with the ball with the bat and then Nick, having seen off the opening bowlers, was also caught behind for 21 attempting a leg glance to the fine leg boundary and when Nathan Carpenter was bowled for 8 we were 72 for 5 with less than 20 overs remaining 

Kenny Maxwell and Ollie Willis then set about repairing the damage and trying to put us into a winning position and as long as Ollie stayed there we all knew that Kenny has the ability to score runs quickly when the need arises – see also the report on the St Lawrence game 

Ollie started a little nervously but then played a solid innings and seems to have learnt to almost perfection the maxim of ‘rotating the strike’ for his 27 contained 23 singles and he  was eighth out with the score on 143 in the penultimate over, playing back to a ball he should have played forward to, and for some proper advise please speak to the head coach 

He and Kenny had put on 41 for the sixth wicket but the junior partner had seen the team accrue 71 runs during his stay at the crease. As for Kenny,  he had realised that a victory would only be possible by increasing the run rate and having been dropped attempting to do so his luck ran out when the same fielder held the repeat performance and he left for 33 

Ollie’s dismissal, to the first ball of the last over, meant that we needed seven runs from the remaining five balls to earn a second batting point and much as Simon Doherty and Joe Jukes tried, helped by two wides from the bowler, we managed only six to finish on 149 for 8 

As already mentioned we bowled 44 wides whilst  ‘The Mote’  managed  23 meaning, and at 67, ‘wides’ were  the highest scorers of the game – and not out, too!  Modern day cricket instructs umpires to be strict, particularly on leg-side wides,  to stop negative bowling, although  this is surely more apposite in the T20 format rather than the 100 overs game 

And this is the controversial bit. Is it perhaps time to look at the current law, particularly at this level of the game, and have a re-think of the law appertaining to leg-side wides which effectively says that any ball bowled down the leg-side is a wide? 

 Keith Crowdy and Stephen Millward, the umpires for this game, signalled 67 wides between them and did so because they interpreted the law as it stands and not to be officious, but we should remember that this was a 2nd Xl game played in Division Two of the Kent League where the participants, and with all due respect, are not outstanding players – and the argument, of course, becomes even more pertinent when talking about 3rd, 4th and 5th Xl games 

Fifteen bowlers were used in this game, all but two of whom bowled wides – the two who did not were ‘ The Mote’s’ openers,  who were seasoned players and bowled 20 overs for 39 runs between them which almost certainly won them the game. 

There are not many, if indeed any, Clubs who do not have colts sections and who nurse these youngsters into the senior sides and Old Wilsonians are proud to be at the forefront of this policy – seven of today’s side have come through these ranks. The simple answer to not being called for a wide is, of course,  to bowl straight,  but this is something that needs to be learnt, so perhaps a little leniency could be agreed in this  respect by the powers that be to encourage the youngsters 
Jones Morley.N Woollard Blunt Maxwell.K Carpenter.N Willis Pilgrim.D Doherty.S Jukes.J Sullivan 
MOM:  Steve Blunt  -  5 for 25 says it all 
NB:  As if on cue the league issued the following statement on wides just four days after this game was played. I have highlighted,  in bold and italics,  what I consider to be the most relevant phrase  having concluded, and perhaps wrongly and naively, that ‘limited over wides’ refers to the T20 formant of the game whilst others may argue that the 100 over game is also ‘limited overs’ but,  and if so, what does ‘not as strict as the interpretation for limited over wides’ mean?? 


DIVISION 2, DIVISION 3, DIVISION 4 AND DIVISION 5, 2nd XI  forwarded June  30th 
4.1 Umpires shall interpret the Law relating to wide deliveries in the context of whether the batsman has a reasonable opportunity of playing the ball, and in accordance with guidelines laid down by the Management Committee. This will mean a stricter ruling than the letter of the Law provides, albeit not as strict as the interpretation for‘ limited over wides’.

JASPER’S  BIRTHDAY AND A DAY AT THE CUP FINAL 

It was Jasper’s birthday,  so what better way to celebrate such an important  occasion than  with breakfast at the Club for the team and a few hangers on before going to see our T20 side win the Kent League  T20 Cup  Final against Tunbridge Wells(?)  

Steve Lawrence produced  a splendid repast  - eggs, bacon, sausages, mushrooms, toast and we all settled down to enjoy the feast 

Matt Golding explained how he acquired the name of ‘Pigeon’ – according to him a  somewhat turgid story involving  a railway station in Australia and some unacceptable behaviour by a waiting passenger on the platform,  but we all know the real reason  for the epithet, namely that he is liable to  s**t on the bonnet of your car, and I feel a song coming on here :

“He’ll s**t on your car, he’ll s**t on your car

We call him ‘Pigeon’, he’ll s**t on your car”

Josh Holland took charge of the quiet table ,  a man who now has more hair on his chin than his head, we all  sang ‘Happy birthday’ to Jasper and Denise produced a cake whilst some clandestine signing of a card was taking place 

The coach was due to arrive at 10-15 to take the team to the Nevill Ground, the home of Premier Division Tunbridge Wells,  but some hangers on scrambled on board as well, many bedecked in splendid shirts in memory of Graham, as were the team when they ultimately took to the field of play. The cricket club have dedicated the 2021 season to our dear friend, this final in particular, as the shirts testify   

The driver introduced himself as ‘Sam,’ although his real name is Dave, and said he would be staying to watch the game but would not be able to drink,   indicating  that he would be quite happy to “stop off on the way home for a few beers, ” although he never explained  why he thought that a group of Old Wilsonians would be interested in such an activity!

The journey down was reasonably uneventful – there was a bit of singing but the team were concentrating on the game ahead – whilst the hangers on were just grateful to be in such illustrious company. On arrival Sam parked the coach  just outside the boundary of  the pitch and  the eyes of the two Matts – Abbett and Golding - lit up at the enticing windscreen and Sam was advised  to move the  vehicle  

The last  time we played here was in 2009,  a 1st Xl  game  against Tunbridge Wells 3rd Xl in a certainly  no higher than Division Three game  – possibly Division Four  -  on the adjacent pitch and scored over 300,  Pasan Weeraratne getting 152 of them, as we cast the occasional glance at the adjoining pitch in a certain amount of awe as  their 1st Xl were playing a Premier Division game. But now our T20 side were playing them in a Cup Final and on equal terms 

There were over two hours to go before the game started and, armed with a list of orders for coffee,  I sought out a coffee shop in the company of Doug Forbes and Linda and Derek Seston, a   wonderful way to spend a Sunday morning and adequate compensation for missing the omnibus edition of ‘The Archers’ 

By the time we returned the  players were warming up and more  OW  supporters had  arrived under their own steam. There had been  a road  accident which held many up, including one of the umpires,  but  the show must go on and a  substitute stood in until he arrived 

Tunbridge Wells  won the toss and their skipper, one of the opening bats, elected to bat  and , having reached the wicket he returned quickly – must have forgotten something; his box perhaps -   and stood at the non strikers end upon his return 

Matt Golding bowled the first ball of the contest which went for a single and their skipper took strike only to hit the first ball he received straight to ‘Mitch’ at cover, something he could have done without a box,  and our skipper held the catch 

Joy from the team,  and the OW supporters,  was unconfined at this wonderful start 

“It’s becoming increasingly difficult to identify players these days”, observed Jeff Mascarenhas, “what with their identical kit and caps, whilst  wearing helmets when they bat makes it even more challenging “

“Never wore helmets in my day”, responded Neil Treacher,  who had batted for  40 overs the previous day to finish 55 not out, although it is not known whether or not he was wearing a helmet
“Dave Ellicott-White  is particularly difficult to identify” countered Jeff 

“Yes, it is becoming increasingly problematic and, speaking as a scorer,  it does not help when you rarely get given a batting order, so I tend to rely on their style of play”, I chipped in 

“But DEW  is completely  devoid of style,” concluded Jeff 

As I’m sure you know by now Tunbridge Wells won the game and their skipper picked up the trophy – he did not  need a box for that either – whilst scorer Jane Abbett, whose powers of observation are better than most,   received her memento of the day 

We had to wait an inordinate amount of time for Siva before the coach could leave  – don’t think we want to know the reason why 

Despite defeat, the  journey home was a little more raucous than the outward journey, particularly when singing  a song   -  no, not that one - which seemed to mention the weather  a lot, and   had it been the UK’s  entry in the  Eurovision  song  contest it would have  surely gained minus points 

Upon arriving  at Hayes some of those who had driven to the game under their own steam  had already returned  – well, they had not had to wait for Siva – and the team were applauded for their gallant efforts, with the hangers on attempting to bask in their reflected glory, and Jasper’s card continued to be signed 

The occasion  had been a great day in the history of the OWCC. We had been reacquainted with a lot of old friends and made a lot of new ones, and  the  Tunbridge Wells report of the game included the following:

“Old Wilsonians, finalists who journeyed down from BR2 (Hayes), had had a wonderful eight days in 2020, when Premier sides Beckenham, and then Bexley, were defeated as the Division 2 heroes punched above their weight to set up the occasion which so many had come to see”
and by  amount the noise coming from their dressing room immediately after the game it would lead you to imagine that they had just won an Ashes series in Australia, such was the magnitude of their achievement in beating Old Wilsonians,   and for our own report of the game  please see  Cricket Club  newsletter No.189, available on the Old Wilsonians website 

NB: Just to add a sincere ‘thank you’ to everyone who emailed me, called me or spoke to me following my last ‘Pikey’s Progress’ which revealed that I have prostate cancer. The good news is that I now know that the cancer has not spread to other parts of my body, I will soon have a ‘small op’ which, hopefully, will improve some of the difficulties I am currently experiencing and ultimately will undergo a course of radiotherapy which, hopefully, will get rid of this awful disease altogether 

It may now be difficult for me to have children in the future  but, then, as I am not Rod Stewart nor a member of ‘The Rolling Stones’, I am not  particularly phased by that thought.  Thanks so much for your interest and concern; it means a lot 


     www.oldwilsonians.co.uk
Old Wilsonians Cricket Club
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